FALSE BAY HANDGUN CLUB

CHAIRMANS REPORT 31 March 2007

An very progressive year for the club this past 2006. You are seated in our new club house built from club finds and membership subscriptions of the past two years.  Who would have thought this possible two years ago. We actually have to be thankful of the new firearms control act to almost insist that people become club members in order to keep their firearms, this increase in membership has allowed us to build the club house and expand our facilities.

While I would agree the new firearms control act is draconian and suspect as to the ultimate reason and outcome we, the club have had a positive spin-off, in an increase in memberships and affiliations to other accredited associations.

We have managed to maintain our SABS and SAPS accreditation as a certified range and as a range accredited for training for the new firearms control requirements. We have accredited training providers paying for use of our range for teaching purposes. We are also the official training range for City of Cape Town metro police, law enforcement and traffic. 

We have contracted to CMR – Cape Medical Response on 24 hr call out for any medical emergencies here at the range. 

Affiliations to accredited institutions:

The club has expanded its affiliation to various registered dedicated sporting associations, this give the club more status for members as associates of these organizations, it also allows members to be come a associate members at a very low cost.

Other organisations we are affiliated to:

1. South African Practical Pistol Shooting Association – SAPSA- accreditation number - 400000

2. South African Defensive Pistol Association – SADPA – accreditation number – 1300029.

3. National Shooting Association N.S.A. – accreditation number 130050.
4. Western Province Pistol Association – accreditation number 1300056
5. Clay Target Shooting Association South Africa 
6. Western Province Clay Target Association.
So as you see we cover every aspect of shooting.

What we need however is representatives from the club to be active for each of the above associations.

SAPSA – Craig Gerstner is our representative

SADPA – Geoff Carter

NSA – this covers hunting as well as sports shooting – offers?

WPPA – Steven Mannering

CTSASA and WPCTA – Charles Montgomery / Coenie Potgieter

Cowboy Shooting – Brian Hoare

Highlights of the past year

To highlight some achievements of the club over the past year:

1. expand on and upgrade handgun ranges

2. Build a rifle range with benches to a range of 125mt

3. Held  WPPSA competitions

4. Expand on IDPA shooting via SADPA.

5. Expand on a 25mt range for ISU shooters.

6. Maintain SABS and SAPS certification.

7. Affiliate to more accredited associations

8. Lay the foundations for setting up a permanent clay target range

9. And so the list goes on. 

Finances, Membership and general Administration:

Finances was handled by Keith Klein and as such he will provide a report later. Membership was done by myself for most of the year, however we have been lucky to have seconded Jackie Hoare to do all our membership database capture, I will continue to issue membership letters. Dawn is now back in Cape Town and will take over again as general secretary.

Membership stands at approximately 550 members, the reason I say approximately is we have a number of outstanding renewals, and the cut off is today.

The committee is requesting an increase in membership fees from R190.00 to R240.00 per anum as of midnight tonight, the reason is very simply that there is still a lot to do on the range and our maintenance / upkeep has increase substantially and will continue to over the next year. We have a permanent general assistant who tidies up the range every Monday after the weekend shoots and we have access control in place to ensure that indemnities and visitor registration is done correctly.

SAGA – please remember to continue paying your SAGA membership, it is invoiced directly to you after the first year.

Website and communication:

This is one of our biggest problems. I cannot stress enough that you must please keep us informed of any of your changes of method of communication – e-mail address, Cell number and postal address. Our preference is to use e-mail. We are looking at using an SMS system as well.

Post – it just does not work the last time we sent out +- 400 letters about 60 were returned with typically addressee moved, or something else wrong ---  post is just expensive.

Our website is updated on a regular basis with the latest calendar etc the address is  – www.falsebaygunclub.co.za , on the website you will see the calendar for the months ahead, notification of special events etc. 

Future of the range:

I am a sorry to say but this is just the same to report as per last year --- There is ongoing and frustrating (Due to the slow process) negotiations with the Cape Town City Council to obtain a long-term lease on the Quarry. However we have taken the chance and gone ahead with the building of the club house, installation of water and probably this year permanent power supply.

Special events:

We held 2 open days that were a success – this is where we had Clays targets, semi auto rifles, handguns etc available for anyone to shoot under supervision of the Range Officers or instructors. We will probably hold another one towards the end of the year.

Range opening times

As of November 2006 the range is now open every Saturday and Sunday. Saturdays from 10h00 – 17h00 and Sundays from 10h00 – 13h00 the ranges always open  are 1,2 and 3 to club members and visitors unless there is a special shoot requiring the use of these ranges. WPPSA shoots normally do not affect these ranges so even when there is a WPPSA shoot on visitors and other club members will still have access to these 3 ranges.

Catering:

With the new club house, we hope to make a more permanent and pleasing environment for social events after shoots.

Committee News:

I have to once again thank all our committee and Range Officers for the help and dedication over the past year to make the club run smoothly and grow. 

The committee’s term in office is terminates as of today, however all members are prepared to stand again but for Wayne Gerstner who will be stepping down.

We have seconded Jackie to do our membership database as I have already indicated. We have also seconded Coenie Poetgieter for advice on the firearms control act, and other SAPS and training provider issues that may affect the club. Both of these people on non executive committee members and will not be standing down.

 Range officers

Please remember we need Range Officers, so if you feel up to it offer your services, there will be a training program run on 12 May. So those interested please supply your name to a committee member. 

Thanks for sponcerships
A big thanks to various people and companies during the past year --- .

The Club house and Rifle range build -- Craig Gerstner and the crew from Actfast -- labour and materials sourced and supplied at cost price.
All plumbing and toilets, supplied and fitted, including water points around the range  -- Thank you Cedric Ruiters.

Bricks -- Cape Brick -- very good price and service!

To finish off

Please remember our committee meetings are open to any club members so feel free to sit in on a meeting, send us an e-mail / letter to be tabled if there are issues you would like to bring up – Complements are most welcome.

Keith Biermann

Chairman
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